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”Educational exchange can turn nations into people, 

contributing as no other form of communication can 

to the humanizing of international relations.”  



It started with a childhood passion 

with classical architecture, deserts, 

and Sir Richard Burton 

Petra, Jordan 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

sandstone architecture deterioration 

NSF funding 1990-1992 



 Deterioration of sandstone architecture 

 

 Effects of tourism on cultural heritage management 

 

 Petra’s architecture design and Sun relationships 

 

 Nabatean architecture and stonemasonry  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Dissertation, Arizona State University (1993) 

 
 University of Hawai‘I: Hilo, Manoa (1993-2000) 

 

 Senior Scholar Fulbright to Jordan (1998-1999) 
 
 University of Arkansas (2000-present) 
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Aysar Akrawi 
Petra National Trust Director 

Although my time with JACEE was my eighth 

year in Jordan, Fulbright facilitated links with 

agencies, ministers, and individuals, beforehand 

nearly impossible to attain.  

HRH Prince Ra'ad bin Zeid 

HRH Queen Noor 



My Fulbright experience amplified my 

passion for Jordan and my work in Petra, 

and catapulted by research depth 

through exemplary support, facilitating 

connections, advice, and direction… 



…  which lead to increased research and 

publications, passion in teaching, exposure 
to media and agencies, and greater 

visibility of/for my affiliated universities 





Working and living in Petra for 

25 years has been wonderful.  

However, it was my FULBRIGHT 

EXPERIENCE that made it so 

much richer …  

 Opened doors for better research 

across Jordan 

 

 Supported my safety and security in 

Jordan  

 

 Arranged speaking events and 

meetings across Jordan 

 

 Gave me a homebase in Amman 

when travelling to/from the field 

 

 Created a larger research, teaching, 

academic, and social community… 



“ The Program aims to bring a little more knowledge, 

a little more reason, and a little more compassion 

into world affairs, to increase the chance that nations 

will learn at last to live in peace and friendship.” 



“… to erode the culturally rooted mistrust that sets 

nations against one another. The exchange program is 

not a panacea but an avenue of hope.” 

 

… an avenue of hope 

 



… an avenue of hope 
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Thank you. 
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